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I don't mind if you make this up multiple times, or get together with friends and have a 
sewing party, but I do mind if you take it for your own without attribution.  Thanks. 
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This pattern was written for a beginning quilt class, so there are multiple steps.  If 

you are an experienced quilter, you'll be able to breeze through a lot of them. 
 
If you are a beginning quilter:  Use graph paper to check your 1/4" seams before you start.  
Just slide some graph paper under your presser foot, and using an unthreaded needle, align the 
side of your presser foot on one of the lines and stitch.  You are learning what a 1/4" seam is on 
YOUR machine.  Adjust the needle position left or right, until you are confident in your 1/4" 
seam abilities.  Experienced quilters sew a scant quarter-inch seam, that is, a little just inside the 
quarter-inch seam allowance to allow room for the cloth to turn. 
 
 
Sewing Supplies 
White  & kelly-green thread 
Pins, Scissors and Basic Sewing Supplies 
Hand-sewing needle 
Ornaments: 24 small (3/8" or so) decorative buttons, or teeny jingle bells, or tiny treasures from 

a doll shop.  
24 small (3/8" or so) buttons. These are sewn on the tree to hold the little treasures from the 

pockets.  
Rotary cutter, mat and rulers 
Iron 
One-inch drapery ring, to sew on the upper corner for hanging 
 
 
 
Checklist of Fabric Parts (Cut according to the chart) 
White fabric, cut according to the chart  
Six different green fabrics, cut according to the chart 
For outer edge, Red/green squares--24 
Backing square of a Christmas print--1 
Batting square--1 
Red ribbon on spool--cut this into 11" or 12" pieces to tie onto your "ornaments." You can put a 

dot of Fray-chek or glue to keep it from fraying.  Some people like to use pearl cotton 
instead of ribbon. 

 



  OPQuilt.com | Log Cabin Christmas Advent Calendar 3 

 
Cutting Chart for Christmas Advent Calendar 

 
Fabric & color Item Quantity Size 
Christmas Print Backing  

1 
21" square 

Brown tree trunk 
1 

2  1/8" square 

Brown tree trunk triangle 
1 

2" square 

Green, print #1 tree branch* 
1 

1  5/8" strip,  cut 
crosswise† 

Green, print #2 tree branch* 
1 

1  5/8" strip,  cut 
crosswise† 

Green, print #3 tree branch* 
1 

1  5/8" strip,  cut 
crosswise† 

Green, print #4 tree branch* 
1 

1  5/8" strip,  cut 
crosswise† 

Green, print #5 tree branch* 
1 

1  5/8" strip,  cut 
crosswise† 

Green, print #6 tree branch* 
1 

1  5/8" strip,  cut 
crosswise† 

Red/Multi Print pockets for 
ornaments 24 

3" square, fold 
diagonally 

White backing for pockets 
24 

3" square 

White (same as 
above) 

small triangle at tree 
trunk base 1 

2" square, cut 
diagonally 

White (same as 
above) 

triangles on side of 
tree trunk 2 

2  1/2" square, cut 
diagonally 

White (same as 
above) 

borders  
1 

1  3/4" strip, cut 
crosswise† 

White (same as 
above) 

triangles on tree 
limb ends 10 

1  5/8" squares, sew 
them on, then cut 
diagonally 

 
*Note: After using greens for tree branches, use remaining part of strips for borders and 

binding. 
†Note: Cut crosswise means to cut a strip from selvage to selvage, across the fabric 

(rather than lengthwise).  It is easy to do this with a rotary cutter. Some also call 
it WOF (Width of Fabric). 
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Advent Calendar Instructions 

 
ALL SEAM ALLOWANCES ARE 1/4" • s.a. = seam allowances • RST = right sides together 
 

1.  Find larger brown square.  Sew smallest 
white triangle on one edge, RST. Press s.a. to 
brown side, folding triangle down. 

 
 

 
2.  Find next two white triangles.  Sew on two 
sides, RST, as shown.  Press seam allowances 
towards brown fabric. 

 
 
3.  On the smaller brown square, sew two 
green #1 strips as shown in sketches, RST.  
DON'T TRIM YET. Sew one strip like shown 
on the left side of picture. Press s. a. toward 
green fabric, as shown on the right-hand side 
of the picture. (The lighter color is the wrong 
side of the fabric.) 

 

Sew the other strip, RST (l. picture). Press s.a. 
toward green (r. picture). 

 
4.  Lay first unit on top of this new unit.  
Sewing is not always an exact science; 
sometimes the sewer has to compensate.  In 
this case, pin the edges so the brown points in 
the tree unit match up with the sides of the 
brown tree in the white/brown unit.  Stitch a 
seam that is deep enough to yield the finished 
project.  Stitch as shown. It may be larger 
than 1/4". Trim seam, cutting 1/4" away from 
stitched line.  Press open.  It should look like 
this. 

 

 
5. True up the quilt block, by laying square ruler on the block.  In theory it should be about 4", 
but work with what you have.  Make it as square as you can, without sacrificing too much.  You 
may have to "cheat" on the edges here and there. 
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6.  Sew small white squares to each end of each of 
the next 5 green fabrics, stitching across the 
diagonal, RST.   
 
 
WATCH out when sewing--make sure you do it so 
the triangles are five going one way, five going the 
other.   

 
 

Cut 1/4" away into the seam allowance, discarding 
the excess. Press s.a. towards green fabric. 

 

 
 

7.  Sew strip, green fabric #2 to tree block, as 
shown. 
 

 

 

Flip back, pressing edges to green. Trim. 

 

8.  Repeat with other side.  Watch carefully how 
you align block, making sure the small white 
triangles are going the correct direction.  Press, 
trim. I'd suggest that you true up your block as you 
go, using a square ruler. 
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9.  Continue to sew the green fabric strips, white 
triangles on the outside.  Experienced sewers 
alternate the direction they stitch, beginning one 
time at the edge of the two green sides, one time 
from white triangle side.  This will help eliminate 
skewing that can happen when you stitch only 
from one side all the time. 
(If that didn't make sense, just continue to sew 
them on.)  
 
True up your block every two strips or so, 
keeping it square.  Always press the s.a. toward 
the green you just sewed, and trim edges evenly. 

 
 

10.  Now stitch white border to block on first two 
opposite sides. 

 

 
 

Stitch white border to block on other opposite 
sides.  Trim, press toward white "log." Yep.  This 
pattern is a variation of the log cabin block.  The 
green logs have become branches of our tree. 

 

 
 

11.  Now stitch green logs onto block in same 
fashion, first two opposite sides, trim, press.  
Then other two opposite sides. When you are all 
done, true up block one more time, then set aside 
tree while we make the outside pocket blocks. 
(While my outside green strips look small, don't 
worry.  Some trimming will occur later on, so for 
now, get those strips on the outside edge.   
Repeat: no trimming for now.) 
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12.  Make outside squares and triangles. Fold 3" 
print squares in half diagonally, press.  

 

 
 

Lay on top of 3" white squares. 

 

13.  Stitch along lower edges of units.   
You will stitch 10 of them like this: 

 

 
 

. . . and 14 of them like this:  
 
Cut apart. 

 

 
 

14. Stitch units together until you have:  
         2 sets of 5 units 

 

 
 

 
2 sets of 7 units 

 
Press s.a. toward red 
triangles. Using steam in 
your iron helps with this job. 

 
 

 
15.  Now comes the non-mathematics part.  See if 
your series of five red-triangle units matches the 
final green log on your log cabin.  If it doesn't, 
trim the green until it does.  You can do math (!), 
or just "figure it out."  I used to give an exact 
measurement, but have found that everyone sews 
a little different thickness in their seaming.  This 
way seemed the safest. 
 
Just trim a scant 1/8" at a time.  You can't glue it 
back on, but you can always take off a little 
more!! 
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16.  When you have them match, stitch the five-
unit triangle units onto the upper right side of the 
tree, and the lower left side of the tree, as shown.  
Press s.a. toward inner green border. 

 

 
 

17.  Stitch the seven-unit triangle units onto the 
remaining sides as shown.  Double check yourself 
by thinking of them as pockets that will be 
"facing upwards."  Verify that when they are 
sewn on, the ornaments will not fall out of their 
pockets.   
 
Press s.a. toward inner green border. 

 

 
 

 
YOU ARE ALMOST THERE!!  KEEP GOING!!  (Time for a snack?) 

 
18.  Prepare the "quilt sandwich": Lay block on top of batting, which is on top of WRONG SIDE 
of backing, making a quilt sandwich. Pin in several places using either straight pins ("sink" the 
point into the batting so it won't poke you) or special quilters safety pins, which have a curve in 
them. 
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19.  Loosen the pressure on your presser foot, and lengthen the stitch slightly. You want to 
be able to control what goes on in the quilting, without too many puckers.  Change thread to 
green.  Quilt as shown by dotted stitching lines.  You can always go back and get one you 
missed.  Begin with green tree stitching in the middle, and outer green border.  
 
To stop and start, hold quilt top in place, forcing stitches to be smaller. Then change your 
thread back to white, and do white inner border, and then the continuous stitching on white 
triangles above the pockets.  
 
Stitch around outer edge. 

 

 
 

20. Put normal pressure back onto your 
pressure foot, and your stitch length back to 
normal.  Choose four longish strips from 
remaining green fabrics to bind the mini-quilt.  
On two opposite sides, sew on one of these 
strips, RST. Trim batting and backing even 
with outer edges.  Press strips out away from 
quilt.  
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Repeat stitch-and-trim with other side.  Trim 
binding edges even with each other 

 

 
 

 
21.  Turn bindings to the back.  Fold raw edge down, then fold again.  Pin.  Again, 
work on two opposite sides.  Then repeat folding and pinning with remaining 
opposite sides, tucking corner down neatly. Hand stitch binding in place. 

 

 

22. Attach white plastic drapery ring to top corner, 
by stitching on two sides and the bottom.. 

 
 
22.  Referring to picture on the blog OPQuilt.com, stitch on buttons, in random placement, 
making them look like ornaments on your tree. 
 
 
23.  Attach cut pieces of ribbon to your little toys or decorative buttons, tying a knot to 
secure.  If desired, seal cut edges with Fray-Chek, and when dry, place in pockets around the 
tree. 
 
 
24.  Attach a quilt label to the back, showing the date you made this and your family's name. 
 
 

If you have any questions or comments, please visit opquilt.com, and leave a comment on the 
post with this calendar.  I strive to have my directions error-free, but if you find 

something that needs correcting, please let me know via a comment. 


